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The General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW) is pleased to 
submit its following report to the 9th Conference of the Women’s 
International Democratic Federation (WIDF) of which it is a mem- 
ber, as a form of participation in the achievement of the declared 
goals of WIDF. Also, to make available to other organizations the 
results of its enriched experience in developing the status of the 
Iraqi woman. We hope that this will help us also to participate in 
formulating the goals of the WIDF during the coming years. 


This report contains 12 items which deal with different as- 
pects of the GFIW’s activities both on local and international 
levels, in addition to its strategy of work during the forthcoming 
years and its recommendations to the 9th Conference of WIDF: 


I. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GFIW: 


The General Federation of Iraqi Women (GFIW) was 
established on March 4, 1969, as a popular democratic 
organization representing Iraq’s women as a whole irrespective 
of race, language, social background or religion. The GFIW, as 
its law stresses, is an indivisable part of the progressive 
movement of women in the Arab homeland and an extention 
of the international contemporary democratic emancipation 
movement of women. 


The Federation was established in its present form after the 
July 17-30, 1968 Revolution led by the Arab Ba’th Socialist 
Party on the basis of the Party’s belief in the role played by 
women in the process of social transformation. 


The Party’s constitution emphasizes that the “Arab woman 
shall enjoy all the citizenship’s rights” and that “the Party 
shall struggle for raising the woman’s standard in order to 
become worthy of enjoying these rights.” 


Although the Federation was established in 1969, it was the 
outcome of a continuous struggle by Iraqi women against the 
defunct royal regime (and the dictatorial and reactionary 
regimes which followed it. These regimes imposed on Iraq an 
atmosphere of terror and oppression and attempted to isolate 
it from the Arab revolutionary movement and its progressive 
march. 


The first woman organization of the Arab Ba’th Socialist 


Party was formed in 1954. It played a role in the national 
demonstrations and in inflaming the spirit of enthusiasm in 
the people’s masses and in courageously confronting the 
puppet royal regime, revealing its stands which were 
contradictory to the interests of the people and the Arab 
nation. 


The role of that organization was significantly demonstrated 
in the struggle of the Party against the tripartite aggression on 
Egypt in 1956. The Ba’thist women faced imprisonment and 
discharge from their jobs, schools and universities. The Iraqi 
woman formed in her courageous stands a basic part of the 
progressive revolutionary tide of the Iraqi people who 
persisted in rejecting the defunct royal regime’s attempts to 
isolate Iraq from the Arab nation and the march of the 
revolutionary movement in the Arab homeland and the world. 


After the outbreak of July 14, 1958 Revolution, the Ba’thist 
women started to work openly under the name of “The 
Republic’s Women’s Organization”. The — organization 
endeavoured to strengthen the national unity, protect the 
revolution and assist in eliminating aspects of backwardness 
inherited from the former regimes. But the revolution started 
to deviate, while still in its first year, from its real aims, and 
all sorts of dictatorial acts and oppression were practised. 


The regime udopted regional trends in a manner that did not 
meet with the aims of the Arab nation in achieving unity and 
rejecting all aspects of fragmentation and division. Then a 
campaign of terror and imprisonment was launched against 
the citizens, the real beneficiaries of the revolution. 


The Republic’s Womens’ Organization and its members then 
faced campaigns of terror and harassment. Thus, the 
Organization was forced to return to underground work. It 
endeavoured to uncover the deviation of the authorities from 
the revolution’s aims and reveal its anti-democratic practises 
against citizens. It participated in the demonstrations, 
protests, strikes and sit-ins aimed at overthrowing the regime. 
The Ba’thist women played an important role in paving the 
way for February 8, 1963 Revolution led by the Arab Ba’th 


Socialist Party (ABSP) when the Republic’s Women’s 
Organization returned to work publicly again. 


However, the reactionary malicious elements were quick to 
abort the revolution in November of the same year. A new 
campaign was launched against the members of the Party both 
men and women with the aim of liquidating them. 


In spite of all these measures, the Party managed to close its 
ranks and fought again to overthrow the reactionary sectarian 
regime set up by the Black November counter-revolution. 


The role of the Ba’thist women was prominent and the 
Party’s struggle was crowned with the success of July 17-30, 
1968 Revolution. The Party was honest in implementing the 
aims for which it struggled. Thus, in 1969 the General 
Federation of Iraqi Women was established to participate in 
achieving the Party’s targets of raising the standard of women 
in order to be worthy of enjoying their full rights. Thus, a 
new stage started in direct and _ positive work for 
accomplishing the complete emancipation of the Iraqi woman. 
The Party’s belief in woman’s emancipation saved the GFIW 
the effort needed to persuade people of the need to liberate 
women. Hence, the GFIW’s efforts were concentrated on 
raising the woman’s standard in order to be worthy of 
acquiring her full rights. 


The Federation has enjoyed the support of the Leadership of 
the Party and Revolution in Iraq headed by President Saddam 
Hussein by providing the Federation with everything needed 
to enable it to perform its functions in raising the woman’s 
status and involving her in the process of building the new 
Iraq. 


II. 


THE FEDERATION’S GOALS: 


The GFIW endeavours to achieve involvement of the Iraqi 
woman in the process of construction within a progressive, 
revolutionary humane perspective. 


The Federation’s Law lists the following tasks of the 
Federation: 


I. 


Preparing and mobilizing the Iraqi woman to undertake 
her effective role in the Arab nation’s battle, raising her 
status, ensuring her enjoying equal rights with man in all 
fields, backing of the family and care for childhood and 
motherhood. 


Promoting bonds of sisterhood among Arab women, 
serious participation in the Arab revolutionary movement 
aimed at liberating Palestine and other Arab occupied 
lands and overcoming all forms of imperialist or Zionist 
presence throughout the Arab homeland. 


Supporting the revolutionary movements aimed at 
defeating colonialism, world imperialism and reactionary 
forces and all forms of aggression stressing the peoples’ 
rights to freedom, self-determination and consolidating 
bases of just international peace. 


Achieving the best forms of solidarity with the 


progressive and friendly women organizations in the 
world and effective participation in their activites in a 
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manner that is consistent with the Federation’s targets. 


5. Fighting against Zionist and imperialist activites, 
segregation, class exploitation and persecution. 
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II. STRUCTURE OF THE GFIW: 


The structure of the GFIW aims at embodying its basic 
characteristic as a mass organization representing the women 
of the country and adhering to the democratic practices. Its 
structure is as follows: 


I. 


The General Conference: It is the supreme authority in 
the GFIW and is made-up of a relative member of the 
GFIW’s members representing (1 to 100) members. They 
are chosen by election for three years, their number 
should not be less than 50 and not more than 250. 


The Central Council: It is made-up of 33 me:nbers 
chosen by secret ballot among members of the General 
Conference. The Council is the highest authority of the 
Federation when the Conference is not held. The 
Council’s term is one year and its. tasks expire with the 
election of anew Council. Confidence in the Council can be 
renewed and its members or some of them can be re-elected. 


The Executive Bureau: It is the highest administrative 
and technical authority at the Federation. It is elected 
by the Central Council and is linked with it and 
supervised by it. It is made up of the following: 


A. The President of the Federation — Chairwoman. 


B. The Vice-Presidents of the Federation — Deputies to 
the Chairwoman. 
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C. The Secretary-General — The Secretary-General of 
the Federation. 


D. Not more than 15 of the members of the Council. 


Functions of the Bureau and its specializations are 
distributed among Secretariats inasmuch as the need calls 
and in accordance with the Federation’s goals. Each 
Secretariat is headed by a Secretary named from among 
members of the Executive Bureau and is to be 
responsible to the Bureau on all activities of the 
Secretariat. 


The Federation comprises the following Secretariats at 
present in the light of the Iraqi women’s needs and the 
activities carried out by the Federation in their services: 


A. Secretariat of Organization: It is responsible for the 
planning and follow-up of the activities related to 
the expansion of the Federation’s network and 
organization of the Iraqi women’s relationship with 
the Federation. 


B. Secretariat of Family Affairs: It is responsible for 
the planning and follow-up of the Federation’s 
activities in the social, legal and health fields which: 
serve the woman’s needs as member of a family. 


C. Secretariat of Social Mobilization: It is responsible 
for the planning and follow-up of the Federation’s 
activities in the fields of voluntary work, civil 
defence, sports and other means of _ social 
mobilization. 


D. Secretariat of Illiteracy Eradication and Adult 
Education: It is responsible for the planning and 
follow-up of the Federation’s activities in the field 
of participation in eradicating woman’s illiteracy in 
Iraq. 


F. Secretariat of Culture and Information: It is 
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responsible for the planning and follow-up of the 
Federation’s activities in the fields of culture, 
information and art to develop women’s. capabilities 
and promoting the cultural and artistic movement in 
Iraq in a manner that corresponds with the 
progressive goals of the GFIW. 


Secretariat of Training and Development: It is 
responsible for the planning and follow-up of the 
Federation’s activities in the field of training and 
rehabilitating of women to enable them to 
participate in the development process in general 
and to prepare the leading cadres capable of 
carrying out their duties. 


Secretariat of Studies and Research: It is responsible 


for the implementation of the Federation’s activities 
in the field of studies and research on the work of 


the Federation to emable it to promote woman’s 
status and its methods work. 


Secretariat of Foreign Relations: It is responsible 
for the implementation of activities concerning. 
enhancement and development of the Federation’s 
relations with similar organizations in other 
countries, and also organizing relations with the 
Iraqi women who are living abroad. 


Secretariat of Administration and Financial Affairs: 
It is responsible for the planning and follow-up of 
the administration and financial services to the 
Federation’s headquarters and units throughout the 
country. 


In addition to these secretariats, there is a bureau linked 
with the President of the Federation. It undertakes the 
administration of the Federation’s nurseries throughout 
the country 


There is also a fortnightly magazine and a weekly 
newspaper published by the Federation which are 
directly supervised by the President. 
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IV. THE FEDERATION’S NETWORK: 


Because the GFIW represents the whole women of the 
country, it is endeavouring to extend its network throughout 
the ‘country in order to provide services to all women and 
entoll them in its ranks according to a plan which takes into 
consideration the fact that the expansion of effective 
membership will correspond to the number of women in the 
country during the period between a conference and another 
lasting for three years. 


The Federation’s network in its present form is as follows: 


lL. 


In every one of the 18 provinces there is a branch of the 
Federation. It is run from the administrative and 
technical -aspects by an elected body. Its activities are 
undertaken by specialised committees similar to the 
central secretariats of the Federation. 


Every branch supervises a number of _ sections 
corresponding the number of administrative units in the 
province and each section is run by an elected body. It 
has committees similar to the branch’s committees. The 
total number of sections until the end of 1980 was 265. 


Every section supervises a number of Centres which 
undertake the implementation of the Federation’s plans 
and programmes within a specified geographical area. 
There is an elected body and specialised committees in 
each centre to undertake the implementation of the 
activities. 
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The Federation aims at increasing the number of centres 
so as to cover the whole country. It also aims at 
providing services to the largest possible number of 
women and enrolling them in the Federation. 


The current plan of the Federation provides for opening 
a centre in every urban area with a population of 6000 
Or more, and in every countryside location that has no 
fewed than 200 families. 


The total number of centres by the end of 1980 was 740 
spread throughout Iraq. 


In order that the GFIW’s activities reach areas with lower 
population density than at present, the principal of 
forming liaison committees in those areas has been 
employed. They are linked to the nearest branch or 
centre within the geographical area in which the 
committee is working. These commmittees form a 
juncture between the Federation and the women of the 
area and provide its services to them. 


Every committee acts as the nucleus of a new centre, the 
number of these committees by the end of 1980 was 
1612. 


In order to represent the Iraqi women abroad and 
establish relations with the women of the world, the 
principle of setting up liaison committees comprising the 


Iraqi women living outside the country was employ. 
Their number was 65 in various countries as of the end 


of 1980. 
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V. MEMBERSHIP: 


The Federation, being the representing of all Iraqi women, 
endeavours to provide its services to them by various means. 
It aims at achieving the following four basic goals: 


l. 


Promoting women’s status, developing their potential and 
explaining to them the different programmes achieved by 
the Revolution, and how to benefit from these 
achievements and play a full role in the process of 
socialist construction. 


The deepening of the Federation’s links with the women 
of the country, being their sole representative, by 
expounding to them its targets, programmes and fields of 
work. 


Organizing the relationship with the country’s women by 
responding to their desire to join the GFIW according to 
a carefully studied plan. The ratio of membership is 
determined in the light of what is feasible at the 
moment. 


In this context, we can speak about the size of 
membership in terms of the activities undertaken and the 
participation of Iraqi women therein, the number of 
women who benefit from these activities, and also in 
terms of the number of GFIW membership card holders. 
This number represents those who help in organizing the 
activities and not only who benefit from them as 
follows: 
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A. The GFIW implemented 162785 activities in 1980, 
employing various means such as symposia, visits, 
training courses, parties, film shows, trips, cultural 
and information programmes, tents and countryside 
caravans, exhibitions and popular markets, festivals 
and sports, voluntary work, health and publication 
distribution campaigns. 


Despite the difficulty in determining the number of 
those who benefitted from these activities, because 
of the large number of women who attended 
festivals, exhibitions and others, there are some 
direct activities where the number can _. be 
determined. Training is one such activity. In 1980, 
the number of women trained by the GFIW on 
technical and administrative skills was 13,833. 
Eradication of illiteracy is another activity where by 
we can estimate the number of women who 
participate in it; 1,339,158 women benefitted from 
the anti-illiteracv committees activities and adult 
education Symposia, trips, visits, direct meetings). 
The number of those who participated in the 
exceptional activities imposed by the war engaged 
by Iraq against the Persian enemy was 137,663 
women. Women took part in military training, 
voluntary work campaigns, civil defence activities, 
sewing, preparation of food for the troops and 
other activities. 


As the number of adult women in Iraq is 2,695,000 
then the above numbers show that the GFIW’s 
activities cover all those women and that the 
average was about a total of 1,339,158 women, 4 
activities/one adult woman per year. 


B. The number of women who hold GFIW membership 
cards at present is about half a million, representing 
19.2% of women in Iraq. It is expected that the 
number will rise to 614,000 representing 20% of 
Iraqi women by the end of 1981. 


Enrolment of women in the GFIW is being done 
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according to a carefully studied plan. In the light of 
its capacity, the GFIW gives priority to the services 
it provides to Iraqi women through its various 
activities. As for membership, it is a matter subject 
to objective plans and is related to the process of 
organizing the direct relationship with women to 
involve them in the GFIW activities. 


The GFIW is making special efforts to enrol in its 
ranks all women of all classes such as workers, 
peasants, housewives, students, employees and 
professionals. The objective plans emphasize that 
the professional structure of the women enrolled in 
every province must not differ by more than 10 
percent of the professional composition of the 
women of the province. However, attention is being 
paid more to women workers and to _ the 
involvement of other categories of women in an 
effort to improve the lot of all Iraqi women. 


The administrative and technical matters in various 
GFIW units are runned by elected women. Their 
number was 7,745 leading cadres by 1980; some of 
them are working fultime, others part-time and 
others for limited hours in addition to their basic 
jobs. 


In addition to the leading cadre, there are clerical 


staff working in the fields of administration, finance 
and services. 
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VI. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GFIW’S ACTIVITIES ON 
LOCAL LEVEL: 


The establishment of the GFIW was a turning point in the 
history of the woman’s movement in Iraq. After a long period 
of underground struggle, the Iraqi woman was given for the 
first time the opportunity to work in a positive form and 
amidst natural work enveronment under the direction of a 
regime which believes in woman’s rights and role in the 
process of socialist transformation. 


The Party has stressed that “the aim of liberating Arab 
woman from the economic, social and old legal bonds, and 
providing all the circumstances to her full and effective 
participation in the Arab society and in. the Arab renaissance 
for which the ABSP calls stands on the top of the goals which 
the Party called and worked for.” 


The GFIW leadership has endeavoured to benefit from this 
positive atmosphere in order to translate the Iraqi woman’s 
aspirations into a serious programme of action to eliminate 
the heavy heritage inherited from imperialism and long years 
of deprivation. 


This led to rely on scientific and programmed formulas in 
dealing with aspects of backwardness in stages, to achieve the 
required fundamental change within a plan to change the 
entire society. Thus, the Political Report of the 8th Congress 
of the ABSP, adopted at the end of 1974, contained a list of 
priorities regarding its special programme on woman for the 
period 1974-79 to realize equality in the following four fields as. 
the bases of woman’s emancipation: 
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1. Equality in educational opportunities. 


2. Expanding the pace of woman’s employment and 
participation in productive work and providing woman 
with needed professional and vocational training 
opportunities. 


3. Achieving legal equality. 


4. Uncovering the reactionary thoughts and trends which 
look upon woman from a narrow point of view (as 
bearer of children only). 


The Report considered the woman’s issue as a general political 
issue and not merely a “female” issue. It specified the 
following points of departure for action: 


1. The necessity of participation of all parties concerned in 
achieving the goals of the present stage. 


2. The necessity of involving woman in the development 
process in the different sectors. 


3. The necessity of paying special attention to woman’s 
characteristics. 


This clear specification of the goals and means to achieve 
them has helped the GFIW to adopt a programme of action 
aimed at achieving the above goals and directed to develop 
the Iraqi woman to enable her to enjoy her rights and 
perform her duties specified by the laws issued after the 
Revolution and within the general policy of developing the 
community as a whole. This has also helped to increase the. 
GFIW’s activities and develop them in an explicit way. 


The most distinctive indicators of this development can be 
outlined as follows: 


1. On the level of the GFIW network of branches and 
centres, the GFIW had at the beginning of its 
establishment in 1969 two units only. The number rose ww 
five in the following year. The number soared in 1979 to 
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478 branches and centres, while the number jumped to 1004 
branches and centres by the end of 1980. 


This development in the GFIW’s network took place to 
achieve its policy of providing its services to the Iraqi 
woman and achieving her desire to join the GFIW her 
sole representative. 


As for the membership volume the GFIW had 27,000 
members in 1975; the number rose to 101,298 in 1978 
177,336 in 1979, and the number soared to 480,000 in 
1980. It is now over half a million and is increasion at 
rates that correspond with the successes the GFIW is 
achieving. 


The development of the GFIW is characterised by a 
qualitative development in its work. This is clearly shown 
when reviewing its cultural activities, for example, 
through which it endeavours to effect change in existing 
attitude in order to deepen the revolutionary and 
socialist understandings among woman masses. The 
Secretariat of Culture and Information has adopted a 
programme that aims at instructing the woman masses 
with the aim of eliminating reactionary thinking and 
overcoming the practises which downgrade woman s 
position in society. It used the following theoretical 
premises of the leading Party as a point of departure: 


A. Rejection of the unfavourable look to the woman 
which the Party considers part of the ideology of 
the feudal tribal society. 


B. The Party considers the mission of liberating and 


educating woman as part of the mission of the 
national socialist revolution. 


The Secretariat has endeavoured to carry out the 
following activities: 


A. Organization of political meetings and film shows to. 
orient the woman masses and focus their attention 
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on eradicating traditions that debase woman. 


B. Organization of courses to train women and qualify 
cultural and information cadres. 


C. Development of cultural and artistic talents of 
conscientious young women. 


D Emphasis on the programmes of self-orientation 
provided to woman suiasses and the need to vary 
them and to cover all political, social and cultural 
fields. 


E. Support of the art activities of the troupes affiliated 
to the GFIW (plays, singing, music and folklore). 


F, The cultural centres of the GFIW all over the 
country are centres for the attraction of women and 
a place for the development of mass culture and 
social life. 


The Secretariat of Culture and Information carried out 
until March 15, 1980, 22,010 activities that took 59,048 
hours to complete. The total number of Iraqi women 
who benefitted from them was 1,928,929. As for the 
total number of the GFIW troupes there are currently 
864 troupes comprising young women of different ages. 
The GFIW participates in developing the artistic abilities 
of these members and of those responsible for the 
different aspects of the activities of the troupes. The 
overall aim is that these activities will also help enrich 
the cultural movement in the country and direct it to 
effect radical change in the prevailing culture in the 
society. The above are only some examples of changes 
and developments that have occurred in the activities of 
the GFIW. 


23 


VII. THE GFIWS ACTIVITIES ON INTERNATIONAL LEVEL: 


The GFIW pursues an explicit foreign policy stemming from 


the principles of the Party and July 17-30, 1968 national 
progressive Revolution, and from the GFIW’s Law which 
stresses on its affiliation to the progressive woman’s 
organizations in the world, and organizing and developing its 
ties with them. 


The Foreign Relations Secretariat at the GFIW undertakes this 
task. It concentrates its efforts on organizing the relations 
with women’s organization in all countries of the world in 
general and the Non-Aligned Countries, in particular, giving 
priority to the progressive organizations in Africa and Latin 
America, enhancing and developing the relations with the 
women’s organizations in the _ socialist countries and 
progressive groups in the Western countries and the U.S.A. as 
well. 


As a result of the GFIW’s efforts, cooperation agreements 
were concluded with a number of progressive women’s 
organizations in the world. 


The GFIW has direct bilateral relations with 65 organizations 
of the Women’s International Democratic Federation (WIDF). 
These ties include the signing of protocols, exchange of visits, 
attendance of conferences and other activities. 


During 1980 and during the first quarter of 1981, the GFIW 


promoted cooperation relations, renewed agreements and 
invited delegates from woman’s organizations in Asia, Africa, 
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Europe and Latin America as follows: 


1. Arab Countries: 

A. Agreements concluded between the GFIW aud 
women’s organizations of Djibouti and Algeria were 
renewed. 

B. The GFIW prepared for renewing the agreements 
concluded with the women’s organizations in the 
other Arab countries. 

2. Latin American Countries: 
The GFIW prepared for concluding agreements with the 


women’s organizations in Venezuela, Nicaragua and 
Mexico. 


3. African Countries: 

A. Invitations were sent to several women’s 
Organizations in several African countries to visit 
lraq. The GFIW received women’s delegations from 
Congo, Kenya, Zimbabwe and Angola. 

B. The GFIW prepared for concluding cooperation 


agreements with women’s organizations in Kenya, 
Tanzania and Madagascar. 


4. Asian Countries: 


Delegates from the following women’s organizations 
visited Iraq in response to invitations extended by the 
GFIW: 


— Pakistani women’s organization. 
— Women’s Club in Karachi. 


— Indonesian Women’s Organization. 
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— The National Council of Women’s Organizations in 
Malaysia. 


— Women’s Federation of the Freedom Party in Sri 
Lanka. 


— Moslem Women’s Federation in Sri Lanka. 


— Women’s Federation of the Independent Party in Sri 
Lanka. 


A delegation of the GFIW took part in the General 
Congress of All-India Women. 


The GFIW strengthened its relations with the National 
Union of Indian Women, the National Council of Indian 
Women and the Indian Congress Party. It also paved the 
way for concluding cooperation agreements with the 
women’s organizations in Sri Lanka, Indonesia and 
Malaysia. 


Socialist Countries: 


A. The GFIW renewed protocols concluded with the 
women’s organizations in the Soviet Union, Cuba, 
Vietnam, German Democratic Republic, China, 
Poland and Hungary. 


B. <A. delegation of the Federation headed by its 
President visited Yugoslavia, Hungary and Rumania 
on invitation from their Women’s organizations. 


C. The GFIW is preparing to conclude protocols with 


all women’s organizations of other socialist 
countries. 


West European Countries: 
A delegation from the National Council of Women 


Organizations of Belgium and Luxambourg visited Iraq 
on GFIW’s invitation. 
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The U.S.A. and Canada: 


A. A delegation of the Arab Woman Federation in 
Canada visited Iraq on invitation by the GFIW. 


B. Delegations representing Americans of Arab descent, 
progressive women’s organizations. organizations of 
American native (Red Indian) and Black Women’s 
Organizations in the U.S.A. visited Iraq, by 
invitation of the GFIW. 


The 9th Conference which the GFIW held in Baghdad, 
March 11-15, 1980, reflected results of the development 
of the GFIW’s external relations. The Conference was 
attended by 205 women representing 67 different 
organizations in 62 different countries of the world. 
They attended in response to the invitations extended 
the GFIW to organizations with which it has good 
relations. (Unfortunately WIDF could not accept our 
invitation to attend). 


‘the GFIW has effective and active role in activities 
undertaken by international organizations, especially at 
the level of the United Nations and the different bodies 
of the U.N. systems, as well as in the Arab League. 


The GFIW participated in the International Conference 
held in Copenhagen, July 14-30, 1980, under the United 
Nations auspices. 


The GFIW also attended the Forum which accompanied 
the Conference. It participated as a_ voluntary 
organization in addition to the participating in the 
conference discussions. 


Participation in the Woman’s Conference of 


Non-Governmental Organizations held in New York 
during the period of June 19-21, 1980. 


Participation in the International Study Course of 
Woman held in Helsinki, during the period of May 
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19-21, 1980. 


— Participation in all workshops and _ meetings 
organized by the Economic Commission of Western 
Asia (ECWA). 


—  Qur Federation represented the Iraqi Government in 
the Woman’s Committee of the United Nations and 
took part in the activities of this Committee. 


10. The Federation granted financial support to national 


liberation movements and women’s organizations in some 
countries. This aid amounted to US$ 600,000. 
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VIII.THE GFIW’S STRUGGLE FOR PEACE, DISARMAMENT, 
NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND SOLIDARITY: 


Iraq is an active member in the Non-alignment Movement. Its 
foreign policy stems from the principles of the Arab Ba’th 
Socialist Party (ABSP), Arab national interests and from the 
Arab immortal mission. Thus, the struggle of the GFIW in this 
field is part of Iraq’s struggle and the policy that governs its 
actions. 


The President of the Republic of Iraq, Mr. Saddam Hussein, 
has specified Iraq’s explicit stand towards peace, disarmament, 
national independence and solidarity in the National 
Declaration which he announced on February 8, 1980, in 
which he concentrated on the following basic points: 


1. The rejection of the presence of foreign troops and 
military bases or any facilities in any form, or under any 
pretext or for any reason whatsoever in the Arab homeland. 


2. Prohibiting the use of armed forces by any Arab country 
against any other Arab country. All disputes that may 
arise among Arab countries should be settled by peaceful 
means. 


3. Solidarity of all Arab countries in the face of any foreign 
aggression or violation committed by any foreign power 
against the territorial integrity and sovereignty of.any 
Arab country, and in the event of any foreign power 
declaring war on any Arab country, all Arab countries 
should jointly resist that aggression or violation. 
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Affirming the commitments of the Arab countries to the 
international laws and conventions regarding the use of 
water, air and land by any country that is not at war 
with any Arab country. 


Keeping away from the arenas of international conflicts and 
wars, and adopting a neutral and non-aligned stand 
towards any side of a conflict or war except when the 
Arab territorial integrity and sovereignty of Arab 
countries are violated by any side in the conflict. 


Iraq has endeavoured since July 17-30, 1968 Revolution 
to implement the goals of the policy it pursues. It has 
worked for the following: 


A. Cementing the principles of positive neutrality 
stemming from the belief in the unity of the 
liberation battle in the world, and from the link of 
our people’s struggle with that of the colonized 
peoples. 


B. Supporting the liberation movements in the world 
and allying and cooperating with the national 
liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. 


C. Siding with the socialist countries, particularly the 
friendly Soviet Union whose relations with Iraq 
entered a new and advanced stage after the signing 
of the Iraqi-Soviet Treaty on April 9, 1972. This 
treaty gave an example of the clear ties of 
cooperation among independent countries despite 
their differences in ideologies. Iraq’s recognition of 
the German Democratic Republic, the first country 
(outside the socialist bloc) in the world to take that 
step, was within Iraq’s independent foreign policy. 


Iraq’s independent foreign policy which is based on 
enmity to Zionism, imperialism and reactionary 
forces, on the one hand, and pursuing a progressive 
socialist policy and undertaking democratic changes 
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for the benefit of the poor masses on the other, has 
enabled Iraq to face the intrigues of the imperialist 
powers which see in its independent progressive 
policy a real danger to their interests in the area. 
The last of these intrigues is the alliance of the 
imperialist forces with the Persian enemy, which 
showed its reactionary policy and _ destructive 
intentions that aim at disturbing the security of the 
Arab Gulf, exhausting its resources and providing 
the imperialists with justification to interfere 
directly in the internal affairs of the Arab Gulf 
countries. 


The role of the Persian regime in implementing this 
goal for the benefit of the imperialist countries has 
helped expose the fascist racist character of the new 
Persian regime’s rulers who practiced a foreign 
policy of aggression against their neighbouring 
countries, particularly the progressive countries. 
They unilaterally abrogated the frontiers agreement 
of 1937 with Iraq and also violated the Algiers 
Agreement of 1975. They launched a series of 
aggressions and encroachments on Iraqi territories 
and on the Shat Al-Arab waterway. The aggression 
reached its peak on September 4, 1980, when the 
aggressive Persians used artillery and air force to 
pound Iraq’s peaceful frontier towns and declared 
general mobilization. They took successive and 
quick measures to expand the war. 


This gradual and systematic escalation is linked with 
the roots and historical dimensions of the Persian 
aggression on Iraq. It continued for a long period of 
time, taking in every stage a distinctive cover. The 
former agent (the deposed Shah) increased his acts 
of aggression and intensified his expansionist 
policies at the expense of Iraq’s land, waters and 
sovereignty and dignity of the Iraqi people and the 
Arab nation. Hatred and Iran’s covetous intentions 
towards Iraq and the Arab Gulf was continued by 
the new Iran regime. It flagrantly intervened in 
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Iraq’s internal affairs, attacked its economic projects 
and peaceful towns and disrupted international 
navigation in the Shat Al-Arab and Strait of 
Hormuz forcing Iraq to retaliate in defence of its 
sovereignty and revolutionary achievements. 


The Iranian regime’s position confirms that there 
are several local and foreign circles behind the 
backward and suspicious Iranian regime’s enthusiasm 
to instigate disputes with Iraq, commit aggression 
against it and launch war on it. They were also 
behind the continuation of the war for several 
months through the support extended to the Iranian 


regime including direct and indirect information, 
technical consultancy and intelligence for the 


purpose of implementing their evil intentions against 
Iraq. The Zionist entity was particularly active in 
conspiring against Iraq as it is fully aware that the 
free, developed and capable Iraq is today and 
tomorrow a decisive factor in determining the 
results of the Arab confrontation. 


The Zionist entity’s attack on the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor on June 7, 1981, and its continuation to 
provide the Persian regime with military equipment 
and spare parts is another link in the series of 
collaboration between the two racist regimes with 
the blessing of the US, the leader of the imperialist 
camp in the world. 


Although Iraq declared on more than one occasion 
its preparedness accept cease-fire and withdraw its 
troops from the Iranian territories occupied during 
the war provided that the Iranian regime recognises 
Iraq’s rights and sovereignty over its lands and 
waters, the Iranian regime rejected this generous 
offer. It also rejected all good-will mediation 
attempts by international organizations such as the 
United Nations, the Non-alignment Movement and 
the Islamic Conference Organization. 


The GFIW, which considers the Iranian aggression 
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an attempt to abort the achievements of the July 
17-30, 1968 Revolution for the masses in general 
and the Iraqi woman in particular, acted since the 
start of the Persian aggression to defend the 
Revolution and its achievements. Its initiative tock 
different forms, from carrying arms _ and 
participation in the civil defence activities, serving in 
hospitals, sewing of clothes and preparing food for 
the fighters to instructing women on the dimensions 
of the Persian aggression and the necessity to face it 
in defence of the Revolution and its achievements. 
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IX. THE TRENDS WHICH APPEARED WITHIN THE WOMAN’S 
MOVEMENT IN IRAQ: 


The ABSP which detonated July 17-30, 1968 Revolution and 
led the construction march in Iraq believes in the importance 
of woman’s role in achieving progress and liberation and in 
driving forward the Arab revolutionary movement. This belief 
helped to a great extent in providing the necessary 
atmosphere for the constructive and positive work needed to 
achieve the liberation of woman so as to enjoy equal rights 
with man in all fields. The main features of this development 
are the following: 


1. Full awareness of the woman’s problems and _ their 
accurate diagnosis and efforts to solve them in a 
comprehensive way and within a balanced programme 
that aims at bringing abcut social change in all different 
sectors of society 


2. The belief that the liberation of society can not be 
achieved without the liberation of woman. This has saved 
the GFIW the problems suffered by some organizations 
which are still dispersing their energies in specifying their 
concept of woman’s liberation. The constructive 
atmosphere and positive work prevailing in the country 
have affected the activities directed towards improving 
the status of woman. Thus, all energies are directed 
towards serious work and construction and are not 
dissipitated in grumbling and complaints. This trend has 
extended to include efforts to develop formulas for 
positive cooperation with all other systems and 
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organizations. Thus, the general trend in the woman’s 
movement in Iraq could be summed up by the following 
theme: work, construction, development and cooperation. 


Efforts to develop the GFIW, the tool for promoting 
woman’s awareness, developing and rehabilitating her to 
enjoy her rights, and considering the woman’s cause as 
part of a wider social problem. Thus, attempts are 
directed towards developing a central programme for 
developing woman and_ ensuring her effective 
participation in the construction of the society in which 
all institutes participate in addition to the role being 
played by the GFIW in this domain. 


Raising the rates of Iraqi women rallying behind the 
GFIW, their sole representative. This has helped to make 
the programme of the GFIW more effective. 


The GFIW considers itself part of the progressive 
woman’s movement in the Arab homeland and the 
world. Thus, it has endeavoured to develop its relations 
with the progressive women’s organizations in other 
countries and try to benefit from their experience to 
enrich its activities in a manner that does not conflict 
with its unique experience. Hence, one of the 
distinguished trends of the woman’s movement in Iraq is 
promotion of cooperation at international level with the 
other women’s organizations. This covers international 
activities which the GFIW hosted such as the first 
conference on woman’s participation in development in 
the non-aligned countries held on May 6-13, 1979, the 
4th Conference of the Arab League Woman’s Committee 
in October 1976, and hosting representatives of other 
organizations or participation in such _ international 
activities such as the Copenhagen Conference organized 
by the United Nations. 
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X. PROGRESS IN PROMULGATION OF LAWS ON WOMAN’S 
RIGHTS AND CHILD’S WELFARE: 


We have to stress first that the laws and regulations in Iraq 
are not legislated before the positive circumstances for them 
are ripe and the necessary ground to ensure their successful 
application has been provided. 


Thus, the laws and regulations concerning woman, family and 
child’s rights enacted after July 17-30, 1968 Revolution were 
successful because of the opportunities provided for their 


SUCCESS. 


The most important of them are the following: 


1. The Political Aspect: 


A. 


The Interim Constitution for the Iraqi Republic 
emphasized that woman enjoys equal rights with 
man inn all fields. 


The National Assembly Law No. 55 of 1980 which 
granted woman the right to vote and be elected to 
the Assembly — 16 women are now members of the 
Assembly, representing 6% of the total members. 


The Law of the General Federation of Iraqi Women 
No. 139 of 1972 amended by Law No. 85 for 
1976, defined its objectives in preparing and 
mobilizing Iraqi women to play their effective role 
in the Arab nation’s battle, and to work for raising 
the Iraqi woman’s status by all possible means, and 
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achieve equality of woman and man in all political, 
economic and social fields, as well as the duties of 
the Federation to support the family, childhood and 
motherhood care. 


The Economic Aspect: 


A. 


The Labour Law No. 151 for 1970 and its 
amendments has regulated woman’s work taking 
into account her biological characteristics, especially 
during pregnancy. It specifies the limit on the 
number of working hours, allows the working 
mother time to feed their babies, specifies 
pregnancy and child-birth leave, and requires all 
employers to provide free day care facilities for the 
babies of working mothers. 


The law also. prohibits the employment of 
youngsters under the age of 16. 


The Law of Pension and Social Security for Workers 
No. 36 for 1971 and its amendments has given 
woman the right to enjoy pregnancy and child-birth 
leave with full pay. Free health service for the 
mother and her baby are guaranteed. According to 
the law, a woman has also the right to retire at the 
age of 55. 


The Law regulating the work of women No. 36 for 
1972 aims at safeguarding the rights of female 
workers by prohibiting giving them difficult, 
harmful or night jobs that involve some social and 
health risks. 


The Agrarian Reform Law No. 117 for 1970, 
guaranteed the rural woman the right to be 


economically independent and to acquire land to 
cultivate in the same way as man does. 


The Agricultural Cooperative Associations Law No. 
43 for 1979 gives woman the right to join these 
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associations as a full member treated on equal 
footing with man in terms of rights and duties 
according to the law. 


The Real Estate Bank Law provides that a woman 
has the right to borrow money from the Bank for 
construction purposes in addition to her husband 
and independently. 


3. Administrative Legislations: 


A. 


The Civil Service Law: 


a) The Law Amending the Civil Service Law No. 
94 of 1977 and its amendments grants the 
working woman pregnancy and_ child-birth 
leave for (72) days, such leave should start at 
least three weeks before delivery. 


b) The Law Amending the Civil Service Law No. 
72 of 1977 and its amendments granted either 
the wife or husband the right to be transfered 
to the same area of the other spouse, if the 
first is assigned to a different location. 


Law No. 191 for 1975 making woman equal to man 
in financial rights and privileges. It grants the 
woman the following privileges: 


a) Her income is considered independent from 


that of her husband for taxation purposes. 
b) She has legal exemption from income tax. 


c) She receives marriage allowance in addition to 
that received by her husband. 


d) She receives children’s allowances in case her 
husband does not. 


e) Her children have the right to pensions from 
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both parents when the parents are dead. They 
have the right to combine the two salaries. 


f) Children who lose one parent or both have the 
right to claim pension from each or both, or 
combine these pension claims. 


The Army, Police, Air Force and Civil Defence: 


The way was paved for woman to join in the armed 
forces. She was allowed to carry military rank 
according to a programme executed in stages. The 
first stage was in 1977 when a law was issued 
allowing woman to. serve in the army as 
non-commissioned officer and officer. At the end of 
1979, two courses were opened to allow women to 
join the army. 


The Revolution Command Council (RCC) also 
issued a decree in 1979 permitting secondary female 
school graduates to enter the air force college. 


In 1976, the Regional Leadership of the Arab Ba’th 
Socialist Party approved the principle of woman’s 
participation in the Popular Army. Another RCC 
decree was issued permitting women in the police to 
carry military ranks that corresponded with their 
educational qualifications as men. 


Another RCC decree grants the working mother the 
right to obtain a six-month leave (with half pay) 
any time between birth and four years after her 
baby is born. She can enjoy this right four times 
during her working career. 


4. Education: 


A. 


The Compulsory Education Law No. 118 for 1976 
provides for compulsory education to children of 
both sexes between 6 and 10. Thus, equality for 
both sexes was guaranteed until the end of the 
primary school age. 
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Education was made free for pupils and students of 
both sexes in all stages of education, and the State 
bears all expenses, including provision of books and 
educational material. 


The Campaign for Comprehensive Compulsory 
Education and Eradication of Illiteracy Law No. 92 
of 1978 made admission to the illiteracy centres 
and popular schools compulsory for all illiterates of 
both sexes and for those between 15 and 45. 


The Social Aspect: 


A. 


The second amendment of the Civic Status Law No. 
21 of 1978 was issued to regulate the relationship 
between the wife and husband in a way 
guaranteeing the rights of both. Other amendments 
were issued later among which were the following: 


a) Banning of marriage contracts outside courts. 
b) Banning of forced marriages. 


c) Granting woman the right of separation from 
her husband. 


d) Banning of polygamy except with the court’s 
approval. 


e) Granting the mother the right to nurse her 
child until the age of ten. It can be extended 
according to the child’s interest until the age 
of 15 after which the child has the right to 
choose among parents. 


f) The right of the daughter to full inheritance if 
she has no sisters and brothers. 


The Social Welfare Law No. 126 of 1980, which 
provides many guarantees to ensure social care for 
all citizens during their life and to their families 
after their death. 
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The Care for Minors Law No. 78 for 1980 regulates 
the minor’s health, social and educational affairs 
and its relation with the guardian. A monthly 
allowance is paid to all minors who do not have 
someone to support them. 


The law considers the mother preferable to man as 
guardian of a minor. 


The Juveniles Law guarantees to protect the child 
of unknown parenthood and _ delinquent and 
homeless children. 


The resolution establishing a fund to _ provide 
adequate support of the divorced woman in case she 
is unable to receive support or due to her husband’s 
imprisonment, absence or destitution. 
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XI. THE GFIW’S STRATEGY OF ACTION IN THE COMING 
YEARS: 


The GFIW’s successful and rich experience in raising the 
woman’s status has helped develop its methods of action. The 
scientific programme which was undertaken in Iraq to achieve 
social changes has raised the conditions of women to such a 
degree that made the GFIW adopt the following strategy as a 
point of departure for its work in the coming years: 


Is 


Emphasis on woman’s needs as a member of the family 
and on the efforts to meet the needs within the context 
of building a healthy family as a means to build a 
healthy society. Thus, efforts are directed towards 
developing programmes that help to raise the status of all 
members of the family and help them balance their roles 
and duties towards each other. 


Emphasis on raising the woman’s participation rates in 
both economic and political activities. The participation 
in these two fields will lead to effective economic 
development in Iraq. It also helps woman to achieve 
economic independence. 


Emphasis on increasing woman’s participation in all 
positions of influence and in decision-making processes. 


Efforts to develop means of implementing the resolutions 
taken at the national, regional and _ international 
conferences regarding woman, because they represent the 
results of good efforts aimed at diagnosing the causes of 
woman’s backwardness. The means of implementation 
are still below the required level. 
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Continuation of efforts to develop the Federation’s 
structure and strengthen its relations with its members 
and with the various State establishments. This 
cooperation has provied to be a necessary condition to 
realise our people’s goals in building the _ socialist 
progressive society. 


Continuation of efforts to strengthen the GFIW’s ties 
with other women’s organizations to benefit from their 
experience and develop means of cooperation with them 
because such cooperation ensures the creation of changes 
at the international level which eliminate all forms of 
exploitation. 
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XII. GFIW’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO - THE 9TH 
CONFERENCE OF THE WIDF: 


The GFIW proposes the following recommendations to the 
9th Conference of the WIDF: 


or 


WIDF should endeavour to develop) means of 
coordination with its member organizations in a manner 
that increases its ability to follow-up the achievements 
realized by its member organizations and its ability to 
circulate such information to all other members. 


WIDF Newsletter (Women of the World) should see to it 
that equal space is given to all members of WIDF and 
should reflect the true picture of the political, economic, 
social and cultural achievements realized by women in 
the countries of the organizations affiliated to it. 


WIDF should see to it that its Secretariat is reinforced in 
a manner that will eliminate all existing barriers between 
WIDF and member organizations and will not let a 
member of the staff of the Secretariat to hold back 
information or distort the role of a member organization. 


WIDF should attempt to develop) means of 
communication with member organizations to speed up: 
communication and increase their efficiency. 


WIDF should undertake efforts to develop means to 


enable it to keep informed about the position of all 
member organizations on important issues relating to 
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women. Such information should enable WIDF to 
continuously develop its world-wide view on these issues, 
and also to reflect these positions in the statements 
issued representing the stands of its member 
organizations. 


WIDF should attend the major activities carried out by 
its member organizations and to which it is invited. 


WIDF should’ organize regional and _ international 
activities to follow up the implementation of the 
Programme of Action adopted by the United Nations at 
Copenhagen in July 1980, with emphasis on_ the 
following important issues: 


A. The role of women’s organizations in implementing 
the Programme of Action. 


B. The need to achieve grass-root awareness of the 
resolutions. 


C. The need to follow up the implementation of the 
measures providing special assistance to women in 
South Africa and Palestinian women. (These 
measures face resistance by imperialist powers). 


WIDF should carry out activities to expose all 
reactionary trends and _ forces that impede _ the 
development of women by attempting to prevent them 
from playing their role in keeping them under conditions 
that reinforce their backwardness and aborting their few 
achievements in the name of religion, as is clearly taking 
place in Iran today. 


It is necessary to organize regional and international 
symposia to escalate interest in the issues relating to the 
needs of the child which started during the International 
Year of the Child to ensure the enjoyment by children 
of the rights contained in the International Declaration 
of the Child’s Rights. 
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10. 


It is essential that WIDF should escalate its activities for 
peace and disarmament and in support of these peoples 
still struggling to achieve their national rights such as the 
peoples of South Africa, Palestine and Iran. 


WIDF should organize special activities to support the 
Palestinian woman’s struggle for her full rights and to 
expose the real face of the Zionist movement as an 
expansionist racist movement forming an extention of 
international imperialism. The GFIW once again expresses 
its readiness to bear all the expenses regarding the 
implementation of such activities. 
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POLITICAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


Condemnation of the Zionist entity’s attack on the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor on June 7, 1981, with US blessing as it 
constitutes an open aggression on world peace and 
impediment of the development process in Iraq which wants 
to use atomic energy for peaceful purposes to secure the 
development of its own capabilities and reduce the technical 
gap between Iraq and developed countries for the purpose of 
realising prosperity and happiness for the Iraqi people. 


Condemnation of coordination between the Iranian regime 
and Zionist entity in the aggression against Iraq as 
demonstrated by the Zionist attack on the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor and providing Iran with weapons and spare parts for 
the purpose of aborting the gains accomplished by the 
Revolution for citizens and impeding the process of 
construction in Iraq to prevent it from using atomic energy 
for peaceful purposes and acceleration of the development 
process. 


The continuation by the [iranian regime of its aggressive war 
against Iraq and its rejection of all good-will efforts aimed at 
settling the dispute by peaceful means causes Considerable 
damage to the woman’s cause in Iran and adds further 
problems that prolong the factors of backwardness inherited 
from the defunct Shah’s regime. 


Confirmation of the resolutions of the Conference on the 


Role of Women in Development of the Non-Aligned and 
Developing Countries held in Baghdad, May 6-13, 1979, which 
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considered the Non-Alignment Summit Conference in Havana, 
September 1979, as a good basis for the development of 
women in these countries. The resolutions were submitted to 
the Copenhagen Conference held in June 1980 where they 
were adopted among its documents. 


Support of the struggle of Palestinian women for liberation 
and condemnation of Zionism as a racist movement opposed 
to the rights of the Palestinian people and support of 
liberation movements in the world. This condemnation is an 
expression of commitment to the resolutions of the Mexico 
and Copenhagen Conferences which condemned Zionism as a 
racist movement. 


Support of the struggle of Lebanese women for safeguarding 
Lebanon’s unity and condemnation of the attempts of the 
circles linked with US imperialism and the Zionist entity to 
prolong the civil war in Lebanon and cause destruction to its 
economic and social institutions. 


Solidarity with the struggle of women in the world, 
particularly in Africa, Asia and Latin America for liberation 
and independence and against dictatorial and racist regimes. 
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